
 

  

 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

Unit 1  

5 weeks  

Audience and 

purpose 

influence the 

writer’s choice 

of organizational 

pattern, 

language, and 

literacy 

techniques.  

Critical thinkers 

actively and 

skillfully 

interpret, 

analyze, 

evaluate, and 

synthesize 

information.  

Comprehension 

requires and 

enhances critical 

thinking and is 

constructed 

through the 

intentional 

interaction 

between reader 

and text  

Why do writers 

write?  

What is the 

purpose?  

Who is my 

audience?  

What makes 

clear and 

effective 

writing?  

What will work 

best for the 

audience?  

How do strategic 

readers create 

meaning from 

informational 

and literary text?  

How does  

interaction with 

text provoke 

thinking and 

response?  

Text Analysis  

  

Response to Literature  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Cite strong and 

thorough textual 

evidence to support 

analysis of what the 

text says explicitly 

as well as 

inferences and 

conclusions based 

on and related to an 

author’s implicit 

and assumptions 

and beliefs.   

Draw evidence 

from literary or 

informational texts 

to support analysis, 

reflection, and 

research, applying 

grade level reading 

standards for 

literature and 

literary non-fiction  

  

  Primary Source 

Structure 

Defend 

Challenge 

Qualify 

Exemplification 

Imagery 

Personification 

Synecdoche 

 

Presenting Findings 

from a Survey.  

  

  

  

  

Essay Synthesizing the 

American Dream  

  

CC.1.2.11-12.B  

CC.1.4.11-12.S  

 

CC.1.2.1112.H,I,J,K,I  

  

  

Left Intentionally  

Blank  

Springboard  

Text (optional)  

Internet 

sources  

(optional)  

  

Word  

Processing 

Program  

(optional)  

Various 

groupings for 

individual 

assignments  

Accommodation 

s for IEP’s   

Teacher-student 

wiring 

conferences   

 



 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

Unit 2  

6 weeks  

Audience and 

purpose 

influence the 

writer’s choice 

of organizational 

pattern, 

language, and 

literacy 

techniques.  

Rules of 

grammar and 

convention of 

language support 

clarity of  

communications 

between 

writers/speakers, 

and 

readers/listeners.  

:   

  

What is the 

purpose?  

What makes 

clear and 

effective 

writing?  

  

  

  

Organization for  

Writing  

Focus for Writing  

  

Informational:  

Organize complex 

ideas, concepts, and 

information so that 

each new element 

builds on that which 

precedes it to create 

whole; use 

appropriate and 

varied transitions 

and syntax to link 

the major sections 

of the text; provide 

a concluding 

statement or section 

that supports the 

information 

presented; include 

formatting when 

useful to aiding 

comprehension.  

Argumentative: 

Create organization 

that logically 

sequences claim(s), 

counterclaims, 

reasons, and 

evidence; Use 

words, phrases, and 

clauses as well as 

varied syntax to 

link the major  

Reasoning  

Evidence 

Bias 

Editorial 

Fallacy 

Parody 

Caricature 

Target audience 

Secondary audience 

Concession 

Refutation 

Slanters 

Satire 

Horation satire 

Juvenalian satire 

Persona 

Objective tone 

Subjective tone 

Creating an Op-Ed  

Page  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CC.1.4.11-12.D,  

CC.1.4.11-12.J,  

CC.1.4.1112.P,U,V,W,X  

  

L:eft intentionally 

blank  

Springboard 

textbooks  

(optional)  

Internet 

Sources for 

examples  

(optional)  

Newspaper 

samples  

(optional)  

Varied groups 

for individual 

assignments  

Accommodation 

s for IEP’s  

Teacher-student 

writing 

conferences  

 



 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

sections of the text 

create cohesion, and 

clarify the 

relationships 

between claim(s) 

and reasons, 

between reasons 

and evidence, and 

between claim(s) 

and counterclaims; 

provide a 

concluding 

statement or section 

that follows from 

and supports the 

argument presented. 

Narrative: Create a 

smooth progression 

of experiences or 

events using a 

variety of 

techniques to 

sequence events so 

that they build on 

one another to 

create a coherent 

whole and build 

toward a particular 

tone and outcome; 

provide a 

conclusion that 

follows from and  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Writing a Satirical  

Essay  

 



 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

    reflects on what is 

experienced, 

observed, or 

resolved over the 

course of the 

narrative.  

  

      

Unit 3  

8 weeks  

Effective 

speakers prepare 

and 

communicate 

messages to 

address the 

audience and 

purpose.  

How do speakers 

employ language 

and utilize 

resources to 

effectively 

communicate a 

message?  

  

  

  

  

Purpose, Audience and  

Task  

  

Context  

  

  

  

  

  

Identify a 

contemporary 

issue and compose 

a  

thesis that takes a 

stand.  

Incorporate 

rhetorical appeals 

and rhetorical 

devices in an 

original speech.  

Make deliberate 

choices about  

Social Commentary 

Historical Context 

Rhetorical Context 

Rhetoric 

Vocal Delivery 

Foil 

Subtext 

Motif 

Dramatic irony 

Verbal irony 

Situational irony 

Alliteration 

Syntax 

 

Delivering a  

Persuasive Speech  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CC.1.5.11- 

12.E,F,G  

CC.1.2.11-12.G  

CC.1.3.1112.G,H,I,J,K  

CC.4.11- 

12A,B,C,F,G,M,N, 

O  

Left intentionally 

blank  

Springboard  

Textbook  

(optional)  

Internet  

Sources  

(optional)  

The Crucible  

(optional)  

  

Varied groups 

for individual 

assignments  

Teacher-student 

writing 

conferences  

Accommodation 

s for IEP’s  
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Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

     syntax in  

composing.  

    

Use elements of  

   
delivery, including  

inflection and 

gesture.  

Critique peers.  

Reflect on 

components of an 

effective speech.  

Identify a 

contemporary issue 

of personal 

relevance.  

Work  

collaboratively in 

small groups and 

with another small 

group.  

Create characters 

and place them in a 

setting that serves 

as a backdrop for 

the social 

commentary.  

Creating and  

Performing a  

Dramatic Scene  
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Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

    Compose an  

original script that 

makes a social 

comment.  

Use research to 

enhance production 

choices.  

Collaborate on a 

performance that 

includes an 

introduction made 

by the director and  

an explanation of 

the setting made by 

the dramaturge.  

Take notes about 

and respond to the 

performances of 

other groups.  

Reflect on and 

evaluate own 

group’s 

performance.  

      

Unit 4  

7 weeks  

 Effective 

readers use 

appropriate 

strategies to  

How do strategic 

readers create 

meaning from  

Text Structure  

  

Identify a theme in 

the novel.  

  

Renaissance 

Annotated 

bibliography 

Coherence 

Dialect 

Indirect 

characterization 

Extended metaphor 

Writing an  

Analytical Essay  

  

CC.1.3.11-12.E  

CC.1.2.11-12.C,  

E,F  

 Left intentionally 

blank  

Springboard  

Textbook  

(optional)  

Various groups 

for individual 

assignments  
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Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

Folktale 

Book review 

 

  

 



 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

construct 

meaning.  

Rules of 

grammar and 

convention of 

language support 

clarity of  

communications 

between 

writers/speakers, 

and 

readers/listeners.  

  

informational 

and literary text?  

How do 

grammar and the 

conventions of 

language 

influence spoken 

and written 

communication?  

  

  

Writing Conventions  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Make a connection 

between elements 

of style and/or 

literary elements 

and identify theme.  

  

Weave in quotes 

from the novel.  

  

Make effective 

stylistic choices.  

  

Use the writing 

process to produce 

an organized and 

coherent essay.  

  

Choose a desirable 

and appropriate way 

to present yourself 

in a face-to-face 

setting.  

  

Using  

Communication  

Skills to Present  

Myself  

CC.1.3.1112.A,B,C,D,F  

CC.1.4.1112.H,I,K,L,Q,R,T  

Their Eyes  

Were  

Watching God 

novel  

(optional)l  

Film version  

(optional)  

Essay,  

Teleplay,  

Memoir, Short  

Story, Novel, 

Film   

to understand 

techniques 

authors use to 

write  

Teacher-student 

writing 

conferences  

Adaptations for  

IEP’s  

 



 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

    Produce a résumé 

and a social 

networking page 

that support the 

intended self 

presentation.  

  

Experience and 

reflect on the roles 

of interviewer, 

interviewee, and 

observer.  

      

Unit 5:  

7 weeks  

Effective readers 

use appropriate 

strategies to 

construct 

meaning.  

Critical thinkers 

actively and 

skillfully 

interpret, 

analyze, 

evaluate, and 

synthesize 

information.  

  

  

How do strategic 

readers create 

meaning from 

informational 

and literary text?   

How does  

interaction with 

text provoke 

thinking and 

response?  

Main Idea  

Text Analysis  

Choose an 

organizational 

structure that 

includes an event, a 

response, and a 

reflection  

.  

Effectively employ 

stylistic techniques 

(i.e., consistent 

tone, purposeful 

diction, vivid  

detail, syntactic 

variation) in the  

Genre conventions 

Connotation 

Epigraph 

Coherence 

 

Writing Personal  

Essay  

Writing a Multi- 

Genre Research  

Project  

CC.1.2.11-12.A  

CC.1.2.11-12.B  

CC.1.2.11-12.C  

CC.1.5.1112.A,B,C,D  

  

Left intentionally 

blank  
Springboard  

Textbook  

(optional)  

Internet  

Sources  

(optional)  

Into the Wild 

novel and 

Film  

(optional)  

Varied groups 

for individual 

assignments  

Teacher-student 

writing 

conferences  

Adaptations for  

IEP  

 



 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

   writing of a  

personal essay.  

  

Describe a personal 

experience and 

convey its 

significance to the 

reader.  

  

Revise the draft to 

produce clear ideas 

and coherent 

writing.  

  

Present a final draft 

that demonstrates 

evidence of the 

writing process.  

  

Select a topic, 

generate research 

questions, and 

conduct research.  

  

 



 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

Read analytically 

from a variety of 

sources.  

  

Draft and revise a 

working thesis to 

guide research.  

  

Collect, record, and 

synthesize 

information.  

  

Understand the 

essential features of 

a variety of genres.  

  

Use genres and 

their conventions 

appropriately.  

  

Create a cohesive 

project that 

establishes a  

 



 Essential  Educational  

Time Frame  Big Ideas  Concepts  Competencies  Vocabulary  Assessments  Standards Met  Eligible Content  Differentiation  

 Questions  Resources  

connection among 

genres selected.  

  

Write and revise in 

multiple genres for 

multiple purposes.  

  

Present a project 

displaying technical 

command in 

grammar and 

punctuation.  

    

 


